From seed to dirt, trees are an important element of the landscape for wildlife.

A tree's life cycle moves from seed to seedling to tree to snag to decaying to dirt.
Along the pathway, wildlife and other plants are depending on the tree. Standing
dead and dying trees, called “snags” are important for wildlife in both natural and
landscaped settings, occurring as a result of disease, lightning, fire, animal
damage, too much shade, drought, root competition, as well as old age.

Birds, small mammals, and other wildlife use snags for nests, nurseries, storage
areas, foraging, roosting, and perching. Live trees with snag-like features, such as
hollow trunks, excavated cavities, and dead branches can provide similar wildlife
value. Snags occurring along streams and shorelines eventually may fall into the
water, adding important woody debris to aquatic habitat. Dead branches are
often used as perches; snags that lack limbs are often more decayed and, may
have more and larger cavities for shelter and nesting. Snags enhance local natural
areas by attracting wildlife species that may not otherwise be found there.

Trees are an important part of every community. Our streets, parks, playgrounds
and backyards are lined with trees that create a peaceful, aesthetically pleasing
environment. Trees increase our quality of life by bringing natural elements and
wildlife habitats into urban settings. We gather under the cool shade they provide
during outdoor activities with family and friends. Many neighborhoods are also
the home of very old trees that serve as historic landmarks and a great source of
town pride.

Trees contribute to their environment by providing oxygen, improving air quality,
climate amelioration, conserving water, preserving soil, and supporting wildlife.

Trees have supported and sustained life throughout our existence. Trees help
record the history of your family as they grow and develop alongside you and
your kids. We often make an emotional connection with trees we plant or

become personally attached to the ones that we see every day. These strong



bonds are evidenced by the hundreds of groups and organizations across the
country that go to great lengths to protect and save particularly large or historic
trees from the dangers of modern development. How many of your childhood
memories include the trees in your backyard or old neighborhood? The
sentimental value of a special tree is simply immeasurable.

Below are pictures from an exhibition emphasizing on the importance of trees.







































